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Today, therefore, I am introducing legislation 

to block further Administration efforts to advo-
cate, develop, or implement an early action 
credit program. 

What is wrong with early action crediting? 
First, early action crediting would reward com-
panies for doing today what they would later 
be compelled to do under a ratified Kyoto Pro-
tocol. It is a form of implementation without 
ratification. 

Second, and more mischievously, early ac-
tion crediting would turn scores of major com-
panies into a pro-Kyoto business lobby. The 
program would create credits potentially worth 
millions of dollars but which would have no ac-
tual cash value unless the Kyoto Protocol, or 
a comparable domestic regulatory program, 
were ratified or adopted. Thus, participating 
companies would acquire financial motives to 
support ratification. 

Third, although touted as ‘‘voluntary’’ and 
‘‘win-win,’’ early action crediting is subtly coer-
cive and would create a zero-sum game in 
which small business can only lose. Every 
credit awarded to early reducers would draw 
down the pool of emission credits available to 
all other U.S. companies in the Kyoto Protocol 
compliance period. Thus, if the Kyoto Protocol 
were ratified, companies that did not ‘‘volun-
teer’’ for early action would not merely forego 
benefits, they would be penalized—hit with 
extra compliance burdens. They would be 
forced either to make deeper emission reduc-
tions than the Protocol itself would require, or 
to purchase emission credits at prices higher 
than would otherwise prevail. 

Since early action crediting programs penal-
ize those who do not ‘‘volunteer,’’ it is worth 
asking who the non-participants are likely to 
be. The answer should be obvious. Most small 
businesses and family farms lack the discre-
tionary capital, technical expertise, and legal 
sophistication required to play in the early 
credit game. Most do not have the where-
withal to hire special accountants and engi-
neers to monitor and reduce carbon emis-
sions. Most do not have environmental compli-
ance departments ready and able to negotiate 
early action agreements with Federal agen-
cies. However, under the Kyoto Protocol, 
small businesses would have to pay higher 
energy costs and many would have to reduce 
their use of fossil fuels. So, while making the 
Kyoto Protocol more likely to be ratified, early 
action crediting would also make the treaty 
more costly to small business. 

Unfortunately, the mischief doesn’t stop 
there. Since early reducers would be rewarded 
at the expense of those who do not partici-
pate, many businesses that would otherwise 
never dream of ‘‘volunteering’’ may be con-
strained to do so for purely defensive reasons. 
Companies that see no particular benefit in 
early reductions may ‘‘volunteer’’ just so they 
do not get stuck in the shallow end of the 
credit pool in the Kyoto Protocol compliance 
period. This dynamic is exactly what pro-Kyoto 
partisans desire, as it would build up a large 
mass of companies holding costly paper as-
sets that are completely valueless unless the 
Protocol is ratified. 

Proponents claim that early action crediting 
is not linked to the Kyoto Protocol because the 
credits could be used to offset emission reduc-
tion obligations under a domestic program to 

regulate greenhouse gases. But, recall that 
the Senate, in the July 1997 Byrd-Hagel Reso-
lution, voted to reject any agreement that, like 
the Kyoto Protocol, exempts three-quarters of 
the world’s nations from binding commitments. 
If the Senate preemptively rejected the treaty 
because it is not ‘‘truly global,’’ what is the 
likelihood Congress would some day enact a 
unilateral greenhouse gas reduction program 
that applies to U.S. companies alone? There 
is no change of that happening. The word 
‘‘early’’ in ‘‘early action crediting’’ means just 
one thing—earlier than the Kyoto Protocol 
compliance period. 

Proponents also claim that early action 
crediting is an ‘‘insurance policy’’ needed to 
protect companies that have already invested 
in emissions reductions from paying twice 
under the Kyoto Protocol or a domestic regu-
latory program. Now, let’s leave aside the 
question of whether Congress should ‘‘insure’’ 
companies that decide, for their own reasons, 
to implement a treaty the Senate has not rati-
fied. The relevant question is whether, absent 
a crediting program, companies that act early 
to reduce emissions would be penalized under 
a future climate treaty. 

Again, the answer should be obvious. If the 
Kyoto Protocol is ever ratified, it will be be-
cause the policy makers and companies now 
promoting early action crediting lead the 
charge. The pro-Kyoto coalition will ensure 
that any implementing legislation associated 
with the Protocol recognizes the emissions re-
ductions companies have already made, cer-
tified, and duly reported. To contend otherwise 
is to suppose that the pro-Kyoto lobby would 
implement the Protocol in a way that inflicts 
maximum pain on its corporate base. Unless 
early action proponents sincerely believe that 
‘‘we have met the enemy, and it is us,’’ the 
‘‘insurance’’ argument makes no sense. 

Let’s also be clear about one thing. Early 
action crediting is not needed to enable com-
panies to undertake, or the Federal Govern-
ment to record, voluntary reductions of green-
house gas emissions. Current law already pro-
vides a voluntary program for reporting such 
reductions. Established by section 1605(b) of 
the 1992 Energy Policy Act, the existing pro-
gram is highly efficient, flexible, and acces-
sible to everybody, from large utilities sup-
plying electric power to families planting trees. 
Unlike early action crediting, the 1605(b) pro-
gram is in no way linked to the Kyoto Protocol, 
does not create cash incentives in support of 
ratification, and does not promote the interests 
of large corporations at the expense of small 
business or consumers. 

Mr. Speaker, the bill I am introducing today 
would protect small business, family farms, 
and the U.S. Constitution in the following 
ways. First, it prohibits Federal agencies form 
advocating, developing, or implementing an 
early action credit program until and unless 
the Senate ratifies the Kyoto Protocol. Sec-
ond, it makes permanent the 1999 VA–HUD 
Appropriations Act restriction against backdoor 
regulatory implementation of Kyoto Protocol. 
Third, it prohibits Federal agencies from regu-
lating carbon dioxide—the principal gas cov-
ered by the Kyoto Protocol—without new and 
specific legislation by Congress. 

Who should support the Small Business, 
Family Farms, and Constitutional Protection 

Act? Every Member of Congress who believes 
the small businesses and family farms should 
not be forced to incur additional burdens 
under a future global warming treaty. Every 
Member who believes that Federal agencies 
should not implement a treaty that has not 
been ratified. And every Member who believes 
that Congress should not artificially boost the 
fortunes of the pro-Kyoto lobby. 

The Constitution established a clear process 
for enacting international treaties into law. The 
President signs the treaty and submits it to the 
Senate for its advice and consent. The treaty 
becomes law only if two-thirds of the Senators 
vote in favor of ratification. My bill will help 
safeguard the integrity of this constitutional 
process. 
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TRIBUTE TO SCHULER’S RES-
TAURANT & PUB ON THEIR 90TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 1999 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Schuler’s Restaurant & Pub of 
Marshall, Michigan on 90 years of tradition in 
hospitality and fine dining. 

Schuler’s heritage is a testament to the en-
trepreneurial spirit of the restaurant’s founder, 
Albert Schuler. Through four generations of 
family ownership, Schuler’s has maintained an 
impeccable reputation for its unforgettable 
fare, impeccable service, and casually elegant 
atmosphere. Albert’s first restaurant quickly 
became a popular local gathering spot. His 
son Win Schuler expanded the business and 
it became the place to go for fine dining for 
my family and thousands of other families in 
Michigan, Ohio and Indiana. Win’s son and 
current President and Chairman, Hans Schuler 
states ‘‘We are able to celebrate Schuler’s 90 
year tradition of hospitability and fine dining 
because of our evolving vision for the res-
taurant and our ongoing investment in its fu-
ture.’’ 

As a cornerstone of historic Marshall, Michi-
gan, the City of Hospitality, Schuler’s 505 seat 
restaurant features exquisite old world ambi-
ance with its trademark wood beams con-
taining quotes from pundits such as 
Shakespear, Voltaire, and Mark Twain. 
Schuler’s serves over a quarter of a million 
people a year, and serves more than 1,600 
people alone on its busiest day, Mother’s Day. 
Because of Marshall’s location, it has often 
been called, the ‘‘Crossroads of the Big Ten 
Conference’’, and has served famous college 
coaches such as Ara Parshegian, Bo 
Schembechler and George Perles, to name a 
few. As such, Schuler’s has created a reputa-
tion that reaches well beyond their immediate 
community, yet never losing sight of their serv-
ice to their community. 

Throughout the next six months, Schuler’s 
will honor their tremendous milestone by offer-
ing several events that will give them the op-
portunity to share their accomplishments with 
everyone in the community. These events in-
clude a monthly celebrity bartender, a com-
plimentary dinner to anyone celebrating a 
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birthday in their 90’s, and a 20% discount to 
those families who dine with three generations 
present. 

I am inspired by the great entrepreneurial 
legacy and commitment to the values that 
Schuler’s has been founded upon, its long his-
tory, and its family ownership. Congratulations 
Schuler’s for 90 years of business and much 
continued success for many years to come. 

f 

COMMENDING THE GOVERNMENT 
OF TAIWAN ON THEIR $300 MIL-
LION AID PACKAGE TO THE 
KOSOVO REFUGEES 

HON. ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 1999 

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ap-
plaud The Republic of China on Taiwan for 
generously offering $300 million in humani-
tarian aid to the Kosovo refugees. President 
Lee Teng-hui’s considerate offer is representa-
tive of Taiwan’s commitment to protecting and 
promoting human rights and fulfilling its re-
sponsibilities as a member of the international 
community. 

The Republic of China on Taiwan is faced 
with Chinese Communist aggression on a 
daily basis and experiences first hand the 
threat of aggression. Through their aid con-
tribution to the Kosovo refugees, the Republic 
of China on Taiwan serves as an example to 
the international community that with gen-
erosity and kindness toward their fellow 
human beings, peace can be achieved world-
wide. The $300 million aid package includes 
emergency support for food, shelters, medical 
care, and education, as well as short term job 
training for some Kosovar refugees in Taiwan. 
Moreover, Taiwan has sponsored a humani-
tarian mission to the refugee camps in the 
Balkans in which Kosovars were supplied with 
essential relief items. 

This aid package certainly comes at an op-
portune time. As the Serb troops begin their 
pullout, many stranded refugees in the Kosovo 
mountains are in dire need of food, clothing 
and shelter. This assistance will contribute di-
rectly to their needs and will be critical in the 
uphill battle of rebuilding their homes. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in commending the Taiwan government for 
its efforts to promote peace in the Balkans 
and assist in the safe return of nearly one mil-
lion Kosovars to their homeland. 

f 

CENTRAL EUROPEAN UNIVER-
SITY—AN INSTITUTION DEDI-
CATED TO EDUCATION, OPEN-
NESS, AND ENLIGHTENMENT 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 1999 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
invite my colleagues to join me in recognizing 

the achievements of Central European Univer-
sity (CEU), one of the newest and most signifi-
cant forces for intellectual and economic 
progress in Eastern Europe. As I learned dur-
ing a recent visit to the University, CEU’s 
growth and influence are making an important 
contribution to the future of Hungary, the 
Czech Republic, and the other young democ-
racies to the east of the Danube River. 

Ten years ago, as nearly half a century of 
Soviet domination crumbled across the ex-
panse of Central and Eastern Europe, a small 
collection of concerned intellectuals met in 
Dubrovnik in the former Yugoslavia to discuss 
the future of liberal education and that region. 
After decades of censorship and suppression 
at the whim of communist governments, they 
hoped to create a new center of academic 
freedom for citizens of all ideological and eth-
nic backgrounds. The labors of these far-sight-
ed men and women led to the birth of Central 
European University, which has rapidly devel-
oped into one of Europe’s leading centers of 
higher education. 

Central European University, which claimed 
100 students in its first year of existence 
(1991), now has an enrollment of 660 students 
from over 35 countries. CEU’s faculty also re-
flects this diversity, featuring 60 professors 
from 26 countries and a host of prestigious 
visiting educators from top-level institutions 
throughout Europe and North America. These 
leading scholars help to foster an environment 
free of the political and philosophical rigidity of 
Eastern Europe’s communist past, allowing 
young minds to flourish. 

CEU’s remarkable renaissance can be at-
tributed principally to the generosity of George 
Soros, a Hungarian immigrant who came to 
the United States as a refuge from Nazism. 
He has become one of America’s most suc-
cessful and respected financial leaders, and 
he has donated hundreds of millions of dollars 
to important social and economic causes 
around the world. The Open Society Institute, 
founded by Soros to promote freedom in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet 
Union, has immeasurably advanced the social 
and political climate in the newly free countries 
in this region. The Central European Univer-
sity is one of many pro-education, pro-open-
ness, and pro-liberty projects funded by 
George Soros since the collapse of the Soviet 
Empire. Mr. Speaker, I invite all of my col-
leagues to join me commending this out-
standing philanthropist for all he has done to 
further these vital objectives during the past 
decade. 

Mr. Speaker, last March I had the oppor-
tunity to attend the Central European Univer-
sity’s conference entitled ‘‘Between Past and 
Future’’. This gathering featured a wealth of 
insight opinions from leaders including former 
anti-communist dissident and current Buda-
pest Mayor Gabor Demszky, Czech Deputy 
Foreign Minister and human rights activist 
Martin Palous, and numerous other authorities 
on the future of Central and Easter Europe. 
Respected media figures—among them New 
York times journalist R.W. Apple, Time maga-
zine political correspondent James Carney, 
and NBC news correspondent Claire Ship-
man—also participated. The conference ad-

dressed some of the region’s most pressing 
issues, ranging from ethnic nationalism to po-
litical stability in Hungary, Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Romania, Bulgaria, Slo-
venia, Macedonia, and other countries in the 
area. The presentations and discussions 
greatly impressed me, as did CEU’s wisdom in 
organizing this excellent event. 

It is my hope that Central European Univer-
sity will serve as a role model for intellectual 
openness and academic excellence through-
out all of the nations formerly dominated by 
the Soviet Union. I am confident that the CEU 
will help to mold a new generation of citizens 
encumbered by the social and cultural restric-
tions forced upon their parents and grand-
parents, young leaders who are intellectually 
and ideologically prepared to build new soci-
eties atop the moral foundation on liberty and 
freedom that we Americans has cherished for 
centuries. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join 
me in paying tribute to the wonderful accom-
plishments and unlimited promise of Central 
European University. 
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RICHARD URRUTIA ACHIEVES THE 
AMERICAN DREAM 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 1999 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to recognize and pay tribute to 
Mr. Richard Urrutia of Pueblo, Colorado, who 
after 39 years of work for Pepsi-Cola Bottling 
Company, has announced his retirement. Be-
cause of his tremendous work ethic, his drive, 
and dedication, Mr. Urrutia has proven that 
one can achieve the American Dream. 

After graduating from Central High School in 
1958, Mr. Urrutia was offered a job as a jan-
itor at the R.C. Cola plant. Upon accepting the 
position, Richard began his uphill climb. 
Through hard work and determination he 
eventually became the General Manager of 
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company. 

Mr. Urrutia grew fond of many Pueblo orga-
nizations through his interaction with various 
groups as a delivery-truck driver. Dear to his 
heart are the YMCA and its camp near San 
Isabel where for many years he delivered bev-
erages. Even though he is retiring, Richard 
Urrutia has no intention of slowing down and 
plans to stay involved in the Pueblo commu-
nity. I know he hopes that the next generation 
of youth in Pueblo will have the opportunities 
to achieve the success he had, and he will un-
doubtedly contribute his time to ensuring a 
bright future for the younger citizens of Pueb-
lo. 

Today, as Mr. Richard Urrutia opens the 
page on a new chapter in his life, I would like 
to offer my gratitude for the example he has 
set and for the inspiration which he provides. 
It is clear that Pueblo has benefited greatly 
from his honest work ethic and desire to help 
others succeed. I would like to congratulate 
Mr. Urrutia on a job well done, and wish him 
the best of luck in all of his future endeavors. 
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